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OHIO ITE SECTION 2005 SCHOLARSHIP GOLF OUTING 
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at 
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Event Contact: Doug Bender, 614-898-7100 
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Inside this issue: President’s Repor t 
Wow!  The year is half over 
(measured in terms of the number of 
Ohio Section meetings we’ve 
planned).  The LSI Industries lighting 
plant tour in Blue Ash was an enjoy-
able change from our normal presenta-
tions-only format.  The District 3 
Technical Conference and dinner at 
the Air Force Museum in Dayton/
Fairfield, Ohio went very well, and 
let’s not forget our March meeting in 
Akron with our Lake Erie Chapter and 
the University of Akron Student Chap-

ter.  If you’ve not been to a meeting 
this year, you’ve missed some enjoy-
able and educational times, and we 
would like to see you in the future. 
 

Attendance at the meetings is up, the 
roster has been distributed, the Ohio 
State University has re-activated its 
Student Chapter, and you are reading 
the second OhioITE newsletter for 
2005.  “Congratulations and Thanks!”  
to Program Chair Julia Wilkie, Roster 
Chair Katie Ott, Membership Chair 
Shazad Ahmed, Publications Chair 
Kim Elam, and any others that may 
have helped, for jobs well done.  E-
Communications Chair Jeremy Ghent 
informs me the Ohio Section web 
page is in the final stage of develop-
ment, and it will not be long before 

“ Columbus, OH has been selected 
as one of ten sites nationwide that 

will host the PTOE exam on 
October 22, 2005.” ����

our membership has somewhere to go 
for on-line Section news and informa-
tion. 
 

A number of people have asked if the 
PTOE exam can be administered in or 
close to Ohio this year.  The Executive 
Board voted to pursue this, and after a 
number of emails with the District and 
International, I am pleased to report 
that Columbus, OH has been selected 
as one of ten sites nationwide that will 
host the PTOE exam on October 22, 
2005.  Watch your mail, your email, or 
the Ohio Section web site for more 
details.  We will be offering a re-
fresher course before the exam. 
 

Dick McGuinness has agreed to re-
survey our membership with a survey 
he first conducted approximately 18 
years ago in order to better determine 
what you, our membership, looks for 
from your membership in the Ohio 
Section.  Please take the time to an-
swer and return the survey. The earlier 
survey had a better than 80% response 
rate! 
 

I hope to see you at a future Ohio Sec-
tion event!        - � � � � � � � �� � 	 
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ago. At the February board meeting the 
POTE Certification Board paid off the 
loan.   The ITE Board approved 
$75,000 loan to start a Traffic Operation 
Practitioner (TOP) certification plus 
$25,000 that ITE could spend on train-
ing materials. The TOP certification is 
meant for those who are performing 
traffic operation functions but are not 
registered engineers.  
 

2005 EMPHASIS AREAS 
Three emphasis areas that ITE will con-
tinue to focus on in 2005 are: 1) Safety; 
2) Workforce development; and 3) 
Leadership development. 
 

Transpor tation Safety - ITE has devel-
oped a safety roadmap.  This roadmap 
was developed by the board and will 
guide ITE over the next few years in 
developing programs and products for 
the members.  Look for more of this 
coming soon.   
 

Workforce Development - The over-
arching goals of the Institute are to en-
sure that ITE is a key organization in 
the professional development of trans-
portation engineers and planners, and to 
positively affect the pool of future trans-
portation engineers and planners. The 

specific focus areas 
are to be determined. 
The Education Coun-
cil, among others, 
will participate in this 
effort. 
 

Leadership Develop-
ment - The success 
of ITE is a direct re-
sult of strong leader-
ship. Many organiza-

ITE Distr ict 3 
Director ’s Repor t 
February 2005 
 

by Tim Haagsma 
 

ITE is celebrating its 75th anniversary 
this year.  Look for a special presenta-
tion at the District 3 meeting on April 
14 and 15 in Dayton.  
 

The ITE International Board of Direc-
tion held their Board meeting on Satur-
day, February 26, 2005 as part of the 
Spring Technical Conference in Las 
Vegas.  I am pleased to report that the 
Institute finished 2004 in great financial 
shape.  At the beginning of 2004 there 
was a project loss of $175,000 for 2004, 
but after some trimming and a turn 
around on investments 2004 finished in 
the black.   
 

PTOE UPDATE 
Seven years ago the Professional Traffic 
Operation Engineer (PTOE) Certifica-
tion Board got a $250,000 loan from 
ITE. This loan was used to develop the 
test and training to start the PTOE proc-
ess.  The first test was given five years 

tions identify and develop future lead-
ers. ITE has initiated efforts in the past 
to identify future leaders, but has 
never had an organized program to 
develop future leaders. A Leadership 
Development task force as been estab-
lished t help in this process.  The pur-
pose of the committee is to research 

(Continued on page 8) 

2005 Executive Board 
 
President: 
Steve Welk 
Traffic Safety Analysis Systems &  
Services, Inc. 
(614) 539-4100  
Vice President: 
Julia Wilke (soon to be Sprauer!) 
The Wagner-Smith Company 
(937) 298-7481  
Secretary: 
Todd Stanhope 
Traffic Engineering Services, Inc. 
(740) 549-0070  
Treasurer : 
Michael Meeks 
Franklin County Engineer 
(614) 462-6158  
Director : 
Doug Bender 
ms consultants, inc. 
(614) 898-7100  
Past President: 
Scott Knebel 
LJB, Inc. 
(937) 259-5067  
Distr ict 3 Director : 
Timothy Haagsma 
Kent County Road Commission 
(616) 242-6923 
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Get Well Wishes 
 
It has been brought to the editor’s atten-
tion that the following OH ITE Section 
members have recently been hospital-
ized or are recuperating from illness: 
 
 Jim Bixby 
 Fred Kaiser 
 Dexter McMillan 
 Jim Musick 
 
Please keep these gentle-
men in your thoughts and 
prayers. 

Central 
 
Jennifer Gallagher joined 
the Ohio Department of 
Transportation Central Of-
fice as a Transportation Engineer in May. 
 

If you or anyone else in the central Ohio 
traffic community has news to share, 
please pass it on to Jennifer Gallagher, 
614-644-5928. 
 

  Southwestern 
 
John Niehaus, P.E. was 
recently awarded the ASCE 
Cincinnati Section Presi-
dential Lifetime Achieve-

ment Award.  Congratulations! 
 

On June 8, 2005, the following South-
western Ohio private and public organi-
zations, in cooperation with Ohio and 
Kentucky Sections of ITE, produced and 
sponsored the 25th Traffic Engineering 
Workshop: 
 

A & A Safety, Bayer Becker, Butler 
County Engineer’s Office, City of Cin-
cinnati, Hamilton County Engineer’s 
Office, Kentucky Transportation Cabinet, 
Miami Valley Regional Planning Com-
mission, Ohio Department of Transporta-
tion, OKI Regional Council of Govern-
ments, Path Master, Inc., TEC Engineer-
ing, Traffic Control Products, Inc., UC 
Civil Engineering Department, Wagner-
Smith Electrical Contractors, Woolpert, 
Inc. 
 

This annual workshop is a public service 
for people involved in traffic and trans-
portation activities in their communities, 
and attendance is free of charge. 
 
If you or anyone else in the southwestern 
Ohio traffic community has news to 
share, please pass it on to Kim Dietrich 
Elam, 513-598-6355. 
 

Nor theastern 
 
The Ohio Section wel-
comes new members 
Joshua Pennock, P.E. of 
Burgess Niple, Inc. in Painesville, and 
Gerald A. Toth of HNTB in Cleveland. 
 

The Lake Erie Chapter’s dinner meeting 
on April 20 was a success.  Guest 
speaker, Joe Glinski of the FHWA gave 
a presentation on the “Comprehensive 
Highway Safety Plan for the State of 
Ohio.”   A presentation on access man-
agement is planned for the June meet-
ing. 
 

If you or anyone else in the northeast-
ern Ohio traffic community has news to 
share, please pass it on to Angela Har-
rigal, 216-522-1140, ext. 5814.  
 
 
 
If your community is not represented in 
this newsletter and you would like to 
volunteer to be the newsletter liaison for 
member updates in that community, 
please contact Kim Dietrich Elam, 513-
598-6355 or KELAM1@cinci.rr.com. 

 
 

Ohio Section ITE Dues 
Invoices 
 
Due to computerization of records, 
preparation of dues  
invoices has taken longer 
than expected.  You 
should be receiving your 
Section dues invoice in 
the mail soon! 

Ohio Section ITE has 
a New Address! 
 
The Section has rented a UPS Store 
mail box to provide a centralized locale 
for receiving Section mail that will re-
main the same from one Board to the 
next: 
 
 Ohio Section ITE 
 PMB 157 
 1799 W. 5th Ave. 
 Columbus, OH 45312 

FHWA Safety Programs Engineer, 
Joe Glinski. 

Ohio ITE Announcements 

 

Ohioans ‘On the Move….’  
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 Fred J. Kaiser, 
 Ohio Department of Highways 
 James V. Musick, 
 City of Columbus 
 Robert Titus, 
 West Virginia 
1953 Johannes F. Schwar, 
 The Ohio State University 
1954 David G. Fielder, 
 City of Akron 
1955 J. Robert Doughty, 
 Kent State University 
1961 Arthur L. Kassan, 
 Ohio Department of Highways 
 Robert D. McMillan, 
 City of Columbus 
 Joseph L. Tracey, 
 Ohio Department of Highways 
1964 Walter A. Szczesny, 
 City of Springfield 
 

There are probably other graduates 
who were members of the Ohio/West 
Virginia Section.  If you know of any, 
please inform Fred Kaiser, 614-791-
9097. 
 

Note: Most of the above information 
came from a book written by Woodrow 
W. Rankin, published by the Bureau of 
Highway Traffic Alumni Association 
in 1997, entitled “ Bureau of Traffic, A 
History, 1925-1982.” �  

son and Fred Hurd.  It was renamed the 
Bureau of Highway Traffic.  By 1946, 
the curriculum has increased to: 

·  Traffic Characteristics 
·  Traffic Regulations 
·  Traffic Planning 
·  Traffic Design 
·  Traffic Administration 
·  Design and Devices Laboratory 
·  Practical Traffic Problems 
·  Thesis 
 

During the ‘50’s and ‘60’s, courses 
were added in Highway Finance, Socio-
Economic Analysis, City Planning, 
Computer Planning, Statistics, Traffic 
Assignment and Traffic Flow Theory. 
 

In 1968, the Bureau moved to Penn 
State where courses in Traffic Forecast-
ing and Assignment, and Urban Trans-
portation/Mass Transit were added.  It 
continued there until 1976. 
 

The Bureau had always had private-
sector support for fellowships and ad-
ministrative costs.  In 1976, there was 
no private-sector funding source avail-
able to continue the operation, and ef-
forts to recruit students for the program 

(Continued from page 9) were unsuccessful.  It continued until 
1982, when the Bureau of Highway 
Traffic closed after fifty-seven years 
of educating traffic engineers. 
 

During those fifty-seven years, there 
were 823 students at the Bureau.  
Ohio was well-represented.  Among 
these representatives were the follow-
ing: 
 

1937 Fred C. Tarbox, 
 Ohio Department of Highways 
1941 Russell S. Deetz, 
 Ohio Department of Highways 
 George A. Fisher, 
 Ohio Department of Highways 
1946 J. Anthony Carrothers, 
 City of Dayton 
 George W. Howie, 
 City of Cincinnati 
1948 Willard H. Armstrong, 
 Ohio Department of Highways 
 Albert L. Ford, 
 City of Dayton 
1949 Richard A. Overmyer, 
 Cleveland 
1951 Lewis P. Bradford, 
 Ohio Department of Highways 
 Charles A. Clinard, 
 Ohio Department of Highways 
 Robert E. Conner, 
 Ohio Department of Highways 
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Section Electronic 
Communications 
 
By Todd Stanhope, P.E., 
Section Secretary (2003 Electronics 
Communications Committee Chair ) 

 
In 2003, some 
changes and new 
initiatives regarding 
the communication 
of Section informa-
tion began to be 
implemented.  
Those included a 

new website, a new committee, and 
many board discussions on how we can 
improve doing some of the Section’s 
administrative tasks using the technol-
ogy and products that are now available.  
In the end, we hope this effort will pro-
vide a way to get information to Section 
members as soon as it is available.  
 

The Ohio Section previously had a web-
site from the late 1990’s until 2002.  
This website was hosted by the Univer-
sity of Cincinnati and developed and 
maintained under the direction of Dr. 
Prahlad Pant, the Section Webmaster.  
Dr. Pant also developed a list-serve for 
the Board that was utilized frequently.  
After Dr. Pant’s retirement, he was un-

able to continue his role as Section Web-
master.   
 

In order to not burden any one member 
with the responsibility of developing and/
or maintaining a website, the Section 
Board voted to convert the Webmaster 
position to a committee chair person.  The 
committee that was formed by this action 
is called the Electronic Communications 
Committee.  The project for the author as 

Section Director in 2003 was to chair this 
committee in its first year of existence. 
One of the specific tasks was to determine 
whether International ITE template web-
sites available for Sections and Chapters 
would serve the Section’s long-term 
needs.  Committee member Jeremy Ghent 
spent considerable time that year coordi-
nating with International ITE on the spe-
cifics of what their site could offer.  The 
Ohio Section Board had discussions 
throughout the year about utilizing the 

International ITE website and deter-
mined that it restricted the type of infor-
mation the Section could provide.  
Therefore, the Section opted to develop 
an independent website. 
 

In 2004, Jeremy Ghent assumed the 
duties of Electronic Communications 
Chairperson.  The Section reserved the 
domain name, ohioite.org and entered 
into a contract with First, Inc. out of St. 
Clairsville, Ohio to design and host the 
website.  The Electronic Communica-
tions Committee would then be respon-
sible for keeping the site up-to-date.  
The site is not yet on line as of this writ-
ing, but should be in the near future.   
 

As with any transition, it is necessary to 
acknowledge the people whose efforts 
have advanced us to this point.  First, 
the Section would like to thank Dr. 
Prahlad Pant for his years of service as 
Section Webmaster.  Second, the Sec-
tion would like to thank Dave 
Samuelson, who began the process of 
transitioning to a new website.   
 

The Section Board desires to take ad-
vantage of using electronic communica-
tions.  During 2004, the Section experi-
mented with using e-mail for communi-
cations.  There were problems getting 
the e-mail notices to everyone due to 

(Continued on page 4) 

“ ...the Section would like to thank 
Dr. Prahlad Pant for his years of 
service as Section Webmaster.  
Second, the Section would like to 
thank Dave Samuelson, who began 
the process of transitioning to a new 
website.”    
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exam will be offered in Columbus, 
OH on October 22, 2005.  For more 
information and to download an appli-
cation form, go to http://www.ite.org/
certification/ 
 
A minimum of 20 people must regis-
ter to take the exam; otherwise, the 
Section will be financially responsi-
ble for the cost of the event.  To help 
the Section Board gauge the level of 
interest, please e-mail Section Secre-
tary Todd Stanhope at 
todd@trafficcounts.com or Section 
President Steve Welk at 
swelk@tsass.com if you are consider-
ing taking the exam in Columbus on 
October 22.�  

PTOE Exam in Ohio 
 
by Todd Stanhope, P.E. 
 
The Ohio Section has received several 
inquiries from members about the loca-
tion of the PTOE examinations; specifi-
cally, will or can it be somewhere in or 
close to Ohio.  Every year, the exam is 
offered in conjunction with the ITE Inter-
national Annual Meeting.  This year the 
Annual Meeting is in Australia (not too 
close!).  It will be in Milwaukee, Wis-
consin next year, and, then, in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania in 2007.  Other testing 
dates and locations are announced peri-
odically. 
 
Since the Annual Meeting in Pittsburgh 
is still two years away, the Ohio Section 
Executive Board voted to consider spon-
soring an exam in Ohio in the fall of this 
year. When this was presented to the 
District 3 Board, Chairman Tim 
Haagsma reported that ITE International 
was looking for cities in which to host 
the exam this fall.  Ohio Section Presi-
dent Stephen Welk subsequently wrote 
ITE International and successfully solic-
ited one of the ten openings for PTOE 
test sites this coming fall.  The PTOE 

Ohio ITE Section 
2005 Meeting Schedule 
 

Jul 6-7 CEAO Traffic Engineering & 
 Highway Safety Conference 
 and Trade Show 
 Columbus 
 

Jul 21 Section Golf Outing 
 Galena 
 

Aug 11 Educational Seminar  
 Columbus 
 

Aug 7-10 ITE Annual Meeting 
 Melbourne, Australia 
 

Sep 11-14 APWA 
 Minneapolis, MN 
 

Sep 22 Past Presidents Meeting 
 Marysville 
 

Oct 27-28 OTEC 
 

Nov 16 Annual Meeting 
 Columbus 
 

Dec 16 Section Transition Board 
 Meeting 
 Dayton 

servers not allowing bulk mailings as-
well-as the rapid pace at which e-mail 
lists become out of date.  This year, 
the Board determined that Section 
practice should be to use e-mail to 
supplement paper mailings or to trans-
mit time sensitive information. 
 

Therefore, it is important to make sure 
the Section has your current e-mail 
address.  You can update your e-mail 
address by simply e-mailing it to Ros-
ter Committee chair, Katie Ott at 
kott@hntb.com. This will enable you 
to take full advantage of this form of 
communication.  The Section antici-
pates being able to continually build 
on the efforts made thus far.  The 
Electronic Communications Commit-
tee will function to facilitate this 
building process.�             

(Continued from page 3) 

CEAO Welcomes ITE 
 
The County Engineers Association of 
Ohio (CEAO) has invited the Ohio ITE 
Section to attend their Traffic Engineer-
ing & Highway Safety Conference and 
Trade Show on July 6 and 7. 
 

The Section Board has provided Ohio 
ITE membership mailing labels to 
CEAO for distribution of the conference 
announcements—so, please check your 
mailbox for this educational and net-
working opportunity!  

June 2005 
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Ear ly Traffic Engineer ing Education 
or “ How Did Those Old Guys Get So 
Smar t?!”  
 
by Fred Kaiser  

Did you ever wonder how all those 
early traffic engineers learned how to 
design the traffic control systems that 
we use today to keep traffic moving 
on our street systems? 
 
Well, it all started back in 1922, when 
an English professor at Stanford Uni-
versity, Miller McClintock, decided he 
wanted to further his education by 
enrolling at Harvard University’s mu-
nicipal government doctoral program.  
He chose traffic control as his research 
area.  He was the first person to be 
awarded a doctorate in traffic studies.  
His dissertation proposed that traffic 
flow was similar to a fluid and was 
subject to the laws of hydraulics, with 
four friction points in the flow – me-
dial, intersectional, internal and mar-
ginal – that were causes of accidents 
and congestion. 
 
In 1925, McClintock’s idea of a uni-
versity graduate level program in traf-
fic studies gained the support of Paul 
G. Hoffman, a Pasadena automobile 
dealer and later vice president of the 
Studebaker Corporation, a major auto-
mobile manufacturer at the time.  As a 
result, a program was established at 
Harvard University to provide gradu-
ate level studies in traffic engineering 
and to conduct research and field stud-
ies in traffic engineering.  Studebaker 

provided the funds for establish-
ing the Bureau.  It was called Er-
skine Bureau of Street Traffic 
Research, named for Albert Rus-
sell Erskine, then president of the 
Studebaker Corporation.  It fo-
cused on the “ three E’s”  of traffic 
control: Engineering, Education 
and Enforcement.  Although the 
Bureau was moved several times 
during its lifetime, it continued to 
provide graduate level traffic en-
gineering training until 1982. 
 
About 1935, the name was 
changed to the Bureau of Street 
Traffic Research when the fund-
ing was taken over by the Auto-
mobile Manufacturers Association.  
From 1937 to 1968, the Automotive 
Safety Foundation provided most of the 
Bureau’s financial support. 
 
There wasn’ t much interest during the 
first few years.  From 1927 to 1936, 
there were only a total of ten graduates.  
But, in 1937, the program really “ took 
off”  with twenty-five students in the 
class.  Among them was Ohio’s Fred 
Tarbox, who later was the Engineer of 
Traffic for the Ohio Department of 
Highways during the 1960’s and is still 
a member of the Ohio Section. 
 

The original curriculum back then at 
Harvard was: 

·  Principles of Street and Highway 
Traffic Control 

·  Traffic Administration 
·  Design of Traffic Facilities 
·  Problems of Street and Highway 

Traffic Control 
·  Thesis 

 
For various reasons, in 1938, the Bureau 
moved to Yale University, where it con-
tinued for thirty years under the direc-
tion of Mr. McClintock, then Ted Mat-

(Continued on page 10) 
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past efforts and identify successes, 
research successful programs of other 
organizations, and to make recom-
mendations on what will best fit the 
needs of ITE.  I encourage all ITE 
members to consider way they serve 
ITE.  Technical councils are always 
looking for members to help.  If you 
have an area you see yourself volun-
teering let me know 
(thaagsma@kentcountyroads.net) and 
I will get you in touch will the right 
person. �  

(Continued from page 2) 

OSU Outreach 
 
by Shahzad Ahmed &  Doug Bender  
 
On March 9th, Ohio Section ITE repre-
sentatives held an introductory meeting 
with The Ohio State University stu-
dents. Prior to the meeting, OSU stu-
dent participation in the Ohio Sec-
tion had diminished and there was little 
recent interest shown by the OSU stu-
dents.  Doug Bender and Shahzad Ah-
med, the Ohio ITE Section Director and 
Membership Committee Chairman re-
spectively, were on hand to introduce 
current students to ITE, along with ad-
ditional Ohio ITE members Sameer 
Patil and Chandra Parasa.  Mr. Ben 
Coifman from The Ohio State Univer-
sity Civil Engineering Department 
served as the coordinating professor.  
Mr. Coifman helped make the meeting 
possible by working with Shahzad to 
plan the event, secure an on-campus 
meeting place, and by encouraging the 
students to attend. 
 
The event included pizza and soft 
drinks as-well-as presentations by 
Doug and Shahzad.  12 to 15 students 
were in attendance from the transporta-

tion engineering graduate pro-
gram. Doug Bender introduced 
the students to ITE International and 
ITE Ohio Section.  Students were told 
how ITE provides the transportation 
engineering professional a connection 
to other professionals and helps them 
keep abreast of developments in the 
field.  The monthly ITE Journal, tech-
nical meeting papers, and other mate-
rial was shared with the students.  
 

Shahzad Ahmed introduced the bene-
fits of membership in Ohio Sec-
tion ITE.  For students, the member-
ship costs are very affordable ($1 per 
year) and it provides them a good net-
working opportunity as they complete 
their degree and begin searching for 
employment.  Afterward, Mr. Ben 
Coifman described his views on ITE 
and his experience as a student mem-
ber of ITE, and, then, students’  ques-
tions were solicited.. 
  
The meeting was a success—students 
expressed interest during the meeting 
and, afterward, nine (9) applica-
tions were submitted for membership.   
The Ohio Section welcomes its new 
student members! �  

OSU Students enjoying pizza while 
learning about ITE from 

Shahzad Ahmed and Doug Bender. 
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H.B. 292 
Ohio House Bill 292, sponsored by 
Representative Schaffer, would allow 
township trustees to lower the speed 
limits on all roads that fall under their 
jurisdiction.  ODOT and CEAO have 
responded to the proposed legislature, 
taking the position that the Ohio Re-
vised Code NOT be changed, and Ohio 
ITE has responded with support for 
ODOT’s and CEAO’s position.  To read 
H.B. 292, visit http://
www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?
ID=126_HB_292 
 

National Traffic Signal 
Report Card 
On April 20, 2005, ITE, in partnership 
with the National Transportation Opera-
tion Coalition (NTOC) and FHWA, 
released the results of the Traffic Signal 

Operation Self Assessment in the form of 
a National Traffic Signal Report Card.  
The overall Report Card score was “D-” .  
A summary of the assessment results and 
the self-assessment tool are available at 
http://www.ite.org/reportcard/ 
 

Red-L ight Camera Research 
Check out the following: 
 

http://www.itre.ncsu.edu/ITREmain/
research/05RedLightRunningCamera.pdf 
 

http://www.tfhrc.gov/safety/
pubs/05048/05048.pdf 
 

New Internet Domain Available 
Exclusively for  Engineers 
After years of successful lobbying by 
NSPE, engineers can now purchase an 
eng.pro domain name.  For more infor-
mation, go to http://www.eng.pro/ 
 

Inventor  of the Traf-
fic Signal Inducted 
in National Inven-
tors Hall of Fame  
The National Inventors 
Hall of Fame,™ estab-
lished in 1973 and located 
in Akron, Ohio, honors the women and 
men responsible for the great techno-
logical advances that make human, 
social, and economic progress possi-
ble.  The Class of 2005 inductees in-
cluded�Garrett Morgan (1877–1963), 
who, in 1923, patented his best-known 
invention, the three-way traffic signal, 
based on signs that signaled stop and 
go. He sold his patent rights to General 
Electric, which developed an electrical 
version.  [Submitted by Ronald V. Sa-
bino, City of Cuyahoga Falls.] 

Traffic Tidbits 
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